
  

Fighting Breast Cancer since 1993 

Dear Friends,  

Winter still holds Alaska in its grip-–but even now, our hearts are 
running toward summer. Toward community. Toward hope. Toward 
the Alaska Run for Women. This will be our 34th year of women 
coming together with the shared vision: to change the future of 
breast cancer. Each stride carries a promise—to honor those we’ve 
lost, to support those still fighting and to protect generations to 
come. 

Both the in-person and virtual events continue to grow. In 2025, 
more than 5,360 women registered, marking a healthy increase over 
the previous year. Participants once again joined us from all 50 states 
and D.C., proving that while our roots are firmly planted in Alaska, 
the reach of this Run is national. In 2026, we will return to the UAA 
campus on the beautiful forested trails and then the Cuddy Quad 
becomes a place of celebration, connection and renewal. 

Because of the generous participant and donor contributions the 
2025 grant program awarded $250,360 to 16 grantees focused on 
breast cancer research, education, prevention and detection. The 
Run has raised more than $6.2 million since 1993 to help further the 
cause of fighting breast cancer with most of the money raised 
staying in Alaska.  

And our Alaska community is amazing. Being among thousands of 
women in a sea of pink—each shirt representing a story, a memory, 
a survivor or a loved one lost—is a profoundly moving experience. 
The energy, the emotion and overwhelming sense of solidarity stay 
with you long after the Run is finished.  

We know that without our donors we wouldn’t be able to hold this 
event. We are deeply grateful for each of you and honored by your 
commitment to making a meaningful impact in the fight against 
breast cancer. We thank you in advance for your partnership as a 
donor to the 2026 Alaska Run for Women. 

 

Save the date: June 6, 2026 

Karla Kolash 
AKRFW Fundraising Committee 

Visit us at www.akrfw.org or on Facebook 

   
  

  
   

   
  

Mission Statement 
“To raise money for and awareness of    

breast cancer and women’s health, and to 
showcase the talents of Alaska’s women 

athletes.” 

 

 

 



2026 Donor Categories and Recognition 
PINK DIAMOND ($10,000 and above) 

v Choose one of the following promotional opportunities, while they last. First come, first choice. 
§ Logo on RACE BIBS 
§ Logo on SURVIVOR HATS (approx. 400, proudly worn year-round) 
§ Logo on VOLUNTEER HATS (approx. 500, proudly worn year-round) 
§ Logo on ‘IN MEMORY OF/IN HONOR OF’ cards worn by Run participants 
§ Logo on SOUND STAGE BANNER 
§ Logo on BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR TENT 
§ Logo on FOOD TENT BANNER 
§ Finish Line WATER STATION 
 

Pink Diamonds also receive the following: 
v Logo on official race t-shirt 
v Opportunity to have a tent in the party area on race day 
v Opportunity to display your banner at the race finishing area 
v Logo on poster and AKRFW website with link to your website for one year 
v Logo in online race booklet and e-newsletters sent to our mailing list of 10,000+ 
v Full page, color promotional ad in printed and online race booklet with link to your website 
v Port-a-Potty at the Run – ready to decorate 

 
PLATINUM ($5,000 - $9,999) 

v Logo on official race t-shirt 
v Opportunity to have a tent in the party area on race day 
v Logo on poster and AKRFW website with link to your website for one year 
v Logo in online race booklet and e-newsletters sent to our mailing list of 10,000+ 
v Half page, color promotional ad in printed and online race booklet with link to your website 
v Opportunity to display your banner at the race finishing area 
v Port-a-Potty at the Run – ready to decorate 

 
GOLD ($3,500 - $4,999) 

v Logo on official race t-shirt 
v Logo on poster and on AKRFW website with link to your website for one year 
v Logo in online race booklet and e-newsletters sent to our mailing list of 10,000+ 
v Half page, black & white promotional ad in printed and online race booklet  
v Opportunity to display your banner at the race finishing area 

 
SILVER ($2,500 - $3,499) 

v Name on poster and AKRFW website for one year 
v Name in online race booklet and e-newsletters sent to our mailing list of 10,000+ 
v Quarter page, black & white promotional ad in printed and online race booklet  
v Opportunity to display your banner at the race finishing area 

 
BRONZE ($1,000 - $2,499) 

v Name on poster and AKRFW website for one year 
v Name in online race booklet and e-newsletters sent to our mailing list of 10,000+ 
v Quarter page, black & white promotional ad in printed and online race booklet 

 
FRIEND OF THE RUN ($250 - $999) 

v Name in printed and online race booklet and on AKRFW website 
 

 
 

Commitment needed by March 16, 2026 to ensure inclusion of name or logo on promotional materials. 



 
 

$250,360 Awarded in Grants! 
 

Following are our sixteen 2025 grants awarded to nonprofits focusing on breast cancer: 
 
Affinityfilms, $9,500. Mary Katzke, founder and Executive Director is a stage 4 breast cancer survivor 
and in this ‘Legacy Project’ she and other mentors will lead breast cancer survivors in telling and recording 
their personal stories chronicling their battles with advanced stages of breast cancer.  
Alaska Community Action on Toxics, $13,200. ACAT is an environmental action 
organization with a statewide focus. The focus for this year’s funding will continue to support their 
program: ‘Preventing Breast Cancer Among Young People’, with science-based information on the 
importance of decreasing chemical exposure in day-to-day life. 
Alaska Literacy Program, $13,000.  This funding will support continued development of a Peer 
Leader Navigator project. The program is designed to create greater breast cancer awareness through 
outreach in culturally diverse communities in the Anchorage area. 
American Cancer Society, $20,000. Funding is in partial support of an ACA-sponsored clinical 
research project entitled “Enhancer Mechanisms and Interventions in Breast Cancer Endocrine 
Resistance”. Findings can expand knowledge of therapy resistance. 
Breast Cancer Detection Center of Alaska, $20,000. Funding supports the BCDC Mobile 
Mammography program based out of Fairbanks.  This program travels to remote Alaskan communities, 
providing quality services, regardless of ability to pay.  
Cancer Connection, $5,660. Funding supports yearly Community Health Forums and a ‘Let’s 
Talk’ peer support program for cancer patients. Grant enables streaming of these programs to most rural 
communities in Southeast Alaska. 
Casting for Recovery, $22,000. Focusing on survivors of breast cancer, this unique and 
successful concept marries the physical therapy of fly fishing with emotional, physical and social support 
through two Alaskan breast cancer fly fishing retreat programs, to be held in the fall of 2026. 
Kachemak Bay Family Planning Clinic, $10,000.  KBFPC Breast Health Access Program 
provides the Kenai Peninsula with crucial breast health information and connects women with affordable 
preventative and diagnostic support. Funding supports the Outreach Team’s efforts in community 
educational activities. 
Let Every Woman Know, $11,600. Funding will provide scholarships for breast cancer survivors 
to take part in the XTRA TUFFS program. This integrated team approach introduces healthy lifestyle 
changes including weekly physical, nutritional and mental health support. 
National Breast Cancer Foundation, $15,000. The goal is to reduce the financial barriers 
that prevent under-served women from accessing timely care. NBCF will partner with Alaska Breast and 
Cervical Screening in distributing funds. 
Providence Alaska Medical Center, $40,000. This successful project focuses on providing, 
at no cost, mastectomy, lumpectomy and lymphedema supplies that are not reimbursable by Medicare, 
Medicaid or other health insurance policies to patients experiencing breast cancer. 
The Breast Cancer Research Foundation, $25,700. BCRF works with more than 230 
clinical researchers and maintains an A+ rating from Charity Watch. This grant will help support 
translational clinical research studies geared toward changing and improving breast cancer treatment. 
UAA Clinical Research, $20,000, Max Kullberg, UAA Research Professor. This project is 
involved in developing therapies to activate immunological anti-tumor response in breast cancer patients. 
Current research targets improvement of delivering tumor antigens to antigen processing cells and thus 
produce a more robust and lasting immune response. 
Unite for HER, $5,000. Their goal is to deliver a Care and Wellness Program to 10 new AK breast 
cancer patients, collaborating with Central Peninsula Hospital. They aim to assist new breast cancer 
patients in gaining access to services that address side effects of treatment such as nausea, pain and 
neuropathy, while improving emotional well-being, physical health and quality of life. 
Women LISTEN, Inc., $7,700. Grassroots organization founded by women cancer survivors. 
Funding supports a women’s breast cancer survivors’ retreat in Girdwood that promotes emotional, mental 
and physical healing – focusing on quality of life and survivorship.  
YMCA of Alaska, $12,000. Funding will support LIVESTRONG and No One Fights Alone -- to 
empower adult breast cancer survivors in Anchorage and the Mat-Su to rebuild physical and emotional 
health following treatment through structured wellness programing, peer support and access to resources. 



2026 Donor Response Form 
Donor Response Deadline is March 16, 2026 

                
 
Yes, we want to be a donor for the 2026 Alaska Run for Women at the following level:  
  
Pink Diamond ($10,000 and above)  
Cash only donation:          ___________________________________  
  
Platinum ($5,000 - $9,999)  
Please describe donation & note if cash or inkind: ___________________________________  
  
Gold ($3,500 - $4,999)  
Please describe donation & note if cash or inkind: ___________________________________  
  
Silver ($2,500 - $3,499)  
Please describe donation & note if cash or inkind: ___________________________________  
  
Bronze ($1,000 - $2,499)  
Please describe donation & note if cash or inkind ____________________________________  

Friend of the Run ($250 - $999)  
Please describe donation & note if cash or inkind:____________________________________  
 
 
Contact Name:  _________________________________________________________________  
  
Position/Title: __________________________________________________________________ 
  
**Organization: _________________________ ________________________________________  

(**Write exactly how you want to be listed in promotional materials)  

Address: _______________________________________________________________________  

City:  ______________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________________  

Email: _________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: ________________________________________ Fax: ____________________________  

 
                     Do you want an ad and/or a coupon in race booklet?  ______Yes    _____No 

Do you have a banner to display on race day? ______Yes    _____No 

If a Pink Diamond or Platinum donor, do you want a tent in the party venue? ______Yes    _____No 

 
 

Please complete & email to Karla at kk2404@gci.net 
 

Please mail your check to AKRFW, P.O. Box 240687, Anchorage, AK 99524 
  

Alaska Run for Women is a non-profit 501 (c)(3). Tax ID # 92-0149312  
  

Thank you for your support!   
 

Visit us at www.akrfw.org or on Facebook 


